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10. 

ESPAGNE, ETATS-UNIS. 

Traité de Paix; signé à Paris, le 10 dér.embre 1898*). 

SttJte Papera. T. XC. 

The United States of America and Her Majesty the Queen-Regent 
of Spain, in the name of ber august son, Don Alfonso Xlll, desiring to 
end the statc of war now existing between the two countries, have for 
that pnrpose appointed as Plenipotentiaries: 

The President of the United States, William R. Day, Cushman 
K. Davis, William P. Frye, George Gray, and Whitelaw Reid, citizens of 
the United States; 

And Her Majesty the Queen-Regent of Spain, Don Eugenio Montero 
Rios, President of the Senate; Don Buenaventura de Abarzuza, Senator 
of the Kingdom and ex-Minister of the Crown; Don José de Gamica, 
Deputy to the Cortes and Assoctate Justice of the Supreme Court; Don 
Wenceslao Ramirez de Villa-Urrntia, Envoy Extraordinary and Ministn 
Plenipotentiary at Brussels; and Don Rafael Cerero, General of Division; 

Who, having assembled in Paris, and having exchang00 their full 
powers, which wcre found to be in due and proper form, have, after 
discussion of the matters before them, agreed upon the following Articles: 

Art. I. Spain relinquishes ali claim of sovereignty over and title 
to Cuba. 

And as the island is, upon its evacuation by Spain, to be occupied 
by the United States, the United States will, so long as such occupation 
shall last, assume and diseharge the obligations that may under inter­
national law result from the facts of its Ol'cupation, for the protection 
of live and property. 

II. Spain cedes to the United States the Island of Porto Rico and 
other islands now under Spanish sovercignty in the West Indies. and the 
Island of Guam in the Marianas or Ladrones. 

III. Spain cedes to the United States the archipelago known as the 
Philippine Islands, and comprehending the islands lying within the follo­
wing line: 

A line running from west to east along or near the 201h parallel of 
north latitude, and through the middle of the navigable channel of Bachi, 
from the 1181h to the 1271h degree meridian of longitude east of Green­
wich, thence along the 1271h degree meridian of longitude east of Green­
wich to the parallel of 4° 45' north latitude, thence along the par&llel of 
4° 45' north latitude toits intersection with the meridian of longitude 119° 35' 
east of Greenwich, thence along the meridian of longitude 119° 35' east 

•) Les ratifications ont été échangées à W aahi.ngton, le 11 avril 1899. 
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of Greenwich to the parallel of latitude 7° 40' north, thence along the 
parallel of latitude 7° 40' north to ita intersection with the 116UI degree 
meriùian o.f longitude eut of Greenwich, thence by a direct line to the 
iutenection of the 1 ou. degree parallel of north latitude with the 118 th 

degree meridian of longitude east of Greenwich, and thence along the 
1 ]l;lb degree meridian of longitude east of Greenwich to the point of 
begioniDg. 

The United Statea will pay to Spain the sum of 20,000,000 dollars 
within three months after the exchange of the ratificationa of the present 
Treaty. 

IV. The United States will, for the term of ten years from the date 
of the exchange of the ratificationa of the present Treaty, admit Spanish 
ships aod merchandize to the porta of the Philippine Islands on the aame 
terms as ships and merchandize of the United States. 

V. The United States will, upon the signature of the present Treaty, 
send bacle to Spain, at its own oost, the Spanish soldiera taken aa 
prisonen of war on the capture of Manila by the American forces. The 
anos of the soldiera in question shall be restored to them. 

Spain will, upon the e:r.cbange of the ratificationa of the present 
Treaty, proceed to evacuate the P-hilippines, as weil as the Island of 
Guam, on terme similar to those agreed upon by the Commissioners 
appoioted to arrange for the evacuation· of Porto Rico and other islands 
in the West Indies, under the Protoool of the t2th August 1898, which 
is w continue in force till its provisions are completely e:r.ecuted. 

The time within whicb the evacuation of the Philippine Islands and 
Guam shall be completed shall be fixed by t.he two Governmenta. Stands 
of coloun, uncaptured war-ves&els, small-arms, guns of ail calibres, with 
their carriages and accessories, powder, ammunition, live-stock, and 
materials and supplies of ali kinds, belonging to the land and naval forces 
of Spain in the Philippines and Guam, remain the property of Spain. 
Pieces of heavy ordnance, exclusive of field artillery, in the fortifications 
and coast defenees, shall remain in their emplacements for the term of 
six mo.nths, to be reckoned from the e:r.change of ratifications of the 
Treaty; and the United States may, in the meantime, purchase auch 
material from Spain, if a aatisfactory agreement between the two Govern­
ments on the subject shaH be reached. 

VI. Spain wiU, upon the signature of the present Treaty, releaae ail 
priaonera of war, and all penons detained or imprisoned for political 
ofencea, in connection with the insurrections in Cuba and the Philippines 
and the war with the United States. 

Reciprocally, the United States will release ali penons made prisonera 
of war by the American forces, and will undertake to obtain the releaae 
of ali Spanish prisoners in the hands of the insurgent& in Cuba. and the 
Philippines. 

The Government of the United States will at it.s own cost return 
to Spain, and the Government of Spain will at its own oost return to 
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the United States, Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, acoording to 
the situation of their respective homes, prisonera released or eaused to be 
released by them, respeetively, under this Article. 

VII. The United States and Spain mutually relinquish ali elaima for 
indemnity, national and individual, of every kind, of either <rllvernment, 
or of its eitizens or subjects, against the other <rllvernment, tbat may 
bave arisen since the beginning of the late insurrection in Cuba and prior 
to the exchange of ratifications of the present Treaty, including ali claims 
for indemnity for the oost of the war. 

The United States will adjudieate and settle the claims of its citizens 
against Spain relinquished in this Article. 

VIII. In conformity with the provisions of Articles I, Il and Ill of 
this Treaty, Spain relinquisbes in Cuba, and cedes in Porto Rico and 
other islands in the West Indics, in the Island of Guam, and in the 
Philippine Archipelago, ali the buildings, wharves, barracks, forts, structurt>.s, 
public higbways, and other immovable property which, in conformity "''ith 
law, belong to the public domain, and as such belong to the Crown 
of Spain. 

And it is bereby declared that the relinquishment or cession, as the 
case may be, to which the preceding paragraph refers, eannot in any 
respect impair the property or rights which by law belong to the peaceful 
possession of property of ali kinds, of provincl".s, municipalities, public or 
private establishments, ecclesiastical or civic bodies, or any othcr associations 
having legal eapacity to aequire and possess property in the aforesaid 
territories renounced or ceded, or of private individuals, of whatsoever 
nationality such individuals may be. 

The aforesaid relinquishment or cession, as the case may be, ineludes 
ali do(luments exelusively referring to the sovereignty relinquished or ceded 
that may exist in the archives of the Peninsula. Where any document 
in such archives only in part relates to said sovereignty, a copy of such 
part will be furnisbed whenever it shall be requested. Like rules shall 
be reeiproeally onserved in favour of Spain in respect of documents in 
the archives of the islands above referred to. 

In the aforesaid relinquishment or cession, as the case may be, arc 
also included such rights as the Crown of Spain and its authorities pos­
ses in respect of the official archives and records, executive as well as 
judieial, in the islands above referred to, which relate to said islands or 
the rights and property of their inhabitants. Such archives and records 
shaH be earefully preserved, and private persona shall without distinction 
have the right to require, in accordance with law, authenticated copies 
of the contracta, wills, and other instruments forming part of notarial 
protocols or files, or which may be contained in the executive or judicia.l 
archives, be the latter in Spain or in the islands aforesaid. 

IX. Spanish subjects, natives of the Peninsula, residing in the terri­
tory over which Spain by the present Treaty relinquishes or cedes ber 
aovereignty, may remain in such territory or may remove therefrom, re-
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WniDg in either event aU their rights of property, i.Dcluding the right 
to sell or dispose of su ch property or of its proceeds; and they shaH 
alao have the right to carry on their industry, commerce, and professions, 
bei:ug subject i.D respect thereof to such laws as are applicable to other 
foreigners. In case they remain in the territory they may preserve their 
:all~ce to the Crown of Spai.D by making, before a Court of record, 
within a year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this Treaty, 
a declaration of their decision to preserve auch allegiance; i.D default of 
whieh declaration they shaH be held to have renounced it and to bave 
adopted the nationality of the territory in which they may reside. 

The civil rights and political statua of the native i.Dhabitants of the 
territories hereby eeded to the United States sball be determined by tbe 
Coogress. 

X. The inhabitants of the territories over which Spain reli.Dquishes 
or cedes ber sovereignty shall be securcd in the free exercise of their 
religion. 

XL The Spaniards residing in the territories over which Spain by 
this Treaty cedes or relinquishes ber sovereignty shall be subject i.D 
matters civil as weil as criminal to the jurisdiction of the Courts of the 
COWltry wherein they reside, pursuant to the ordi.Dary laws goveraing the 
same; and they shall have the right to appear before auch Courts, and 
to pursue the same course as citizens of the country to which the Courts 
belong. 

XII. J udicial proceedings pending at the time of the ex change of 
ratifications of this Treaty i.D the territories over which Spain relinquishes 
or eedes ber sovereignty shall be determined according to the following 
mies : 

1. Judgments rendered either in civil suits between private indivi­
duals, or in criminal matters, before the date mentioned, and with respect 
to which there is no reeourse or right of review under the Spanish law, 
shall be deemed to be final, and shall be exccuted in due form by com­
petent authority in the territory withi.D which sucb judgments should be 
carfied out. 

2. Civil suits between private individuals which may on the date 
mt>ntioned be undetcrmined shaH be prosecuted to judgment bcfore the 
Court i.D which they may then be pending or in the Court that may be 
substitnted therefor. 

3. Criminal actions pending on the date mentioned before the Su­
preme Court of Spain against citizens of the territory which by this 
Treaty ceases to be Spanish shall continue under its jurisdiction until 
final judgment; but, auch judgment having been rendered, the execution 
thereof shaH be committed to the competent authority of the place in 
which the case arose. 

Xfll. The rights of property secured by copyrights and patents ac­
quired by Spaniards in the Island of Cuba, &Bd in Porto Rico, the Phi­
lippines and other ceded territories, at the time of the exchange of the 
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ratifications of this Treaty, shall continue to be respected. Spaniah 
scientific, literary, and artistic works, not subversive of public order in 
the territories in question, shall continue to be admitted free of duty into 
auch territories, fo the period of ten years, to be reckoned from the date 
of the ex change of the ratifications of this Treaty. 

XIV. Spain shaH have the power to establish Consular officers in 
the ports and places of the territoriea, the sovereignty over which bas 
been either relinquished or ceded by the present Treaty. 

XV. The Government of each country will, for the term of ten 
years, accord to the merchant-vessels of the other country the same treat­
ment in respect of ali port charges, including entl'&llce and clearance dues, 
light pues, and tonnage duties, as it accords to its own merchant-vessels, 
not engaged in the coaatwise trade. 

This Article may at any time be terminated on six months' notice 
given by either Government to the other. 

XVI. It is understood that any obligations assumed in this Trea.ty 
by the United States with respect to Cuba are limited to the time of 
its occupancy thereof; but it will upon the termination of such occapancy 
advise any Government established in the island to assume the same ob­
ligations. 

XVII. The present Treaty shaH be ratified by the Presiùent of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Benate thereof. 
and by Her Majesty the Queen-Regent of Spain, and the ratifications 
shaH be exehanged at Wa.<~hington within six months from the date bereof, 
or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed this 
Trcaty, and have hereunto affixed our seals. 

Done in duplicate at Paris, the JOUI day of December, in the year 
of our Lord 1898. 

(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 

William R. Day. 
Oushman K. Davis. 
Wm. P. Frye. 
Geo. Gray. 
Whitelaw Reid. 
Eugenio Montero Rios. 
B. de Abarzuza. 
J. de Garnica. 
W. R. de Villa Urrutia. 
Rafael Oerero. 


