
Finland-Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Source: The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 34, No. 3, Supplement: Official
Documents (Jul., 1940), pp. 127-131
Published by: American Society of International Law
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2213787 .

Accessed: 25/07/2013 19:59

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

 .
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 .

American Society of International Law is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to
The American Journal of International Law.

http://www.jstor.org 

This content downloaded from 193.54.67.91 on Thu, 25 Jul 2013 19:59:52 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=asil
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2213787?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


This content downloaded from 193.54.67.91 on Thu, 25 Jul 2013 19:59:52 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

FINLAND-UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 

TREATY OF PEACE 1 

Signed at Moscow, Marck 12, 1940; ratifications exckanged, Marck 21, 1940 

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics on the one hand and the President of the Finnish Republic on 
the other hand, motivated by the desire to cease the military operations 
which have arisen between the two countries and to create enduring peaceful 
mutual relations, and being convinced that the interests of the two contract
ing parties correspond to the determination of the exact conditions for 
guaranteeing mutual security including the guarantee of the security of the 
cities of Leningrad and Murmansk as weil as the Murmansk railway, have 
deemed it necessary to conclude a peace treaty for these purposes and have 
appointed as their plenipotentiary representatives-

The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics: 

Vyacheslav Mikhailovich Molotov, President of the Soviet of People's 
Commissars of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and People's Com
missar for Foreign Affairs; 

Andrei Aleksandrovich Zhdanov, member of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; 

Aleksandr Mikhailovich V asilevski, Brigade Commander; 
The President of the Finnish Republic: 
Risto Ryti, the Prime Minister of the Cabinet of the Finnish Republic; 
Yukho * Kusti * Paasikivi, Minister; 
Karl Rudolf V alden, * General; 
Vyaine * Voionmaa, Professor. 
The said plenipotentiary representatives, after reciprocal presentation of 

their plenipotentiary documents which were acknowledged to have been 
drawn up in the appropriate form and in complete order, have agreed with 
regard to the following: 

ARTICLE 1 

Military operations between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
Finland shall cease immediately in accordance with the procedure provided 
in the protocol attached to the present treaty. 

1 Department of State Bulletin, April27, 1940, Vol. II, No. 44, p. 453, The following 
note is reprinted from the Bulletin: "The text was transmitted to the Department by the 
American Embassy at Moscow as translated from the Russian text published in The Pravda 
of March 13, 1940." 

* Transliterated from the Russian. 
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ARTICLE 2 

The national boundary between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and the Finnish Republic shall be established along a new line in accordance 
with which the entire Karelian isthmus with the city of Viborg (Viipuri) and 
Viborg bay with its islands; the western and northern shores of Lake Ladoga 
with the cities of Kexholm, Sortavala, and Suojarvi; a number of islands in 
the Gulf of Finland; territory to the east of Merkjarvi with the city of 
Kuolajarvi; and part of the Rybachi and Sredny peninsulas-in accordance 
with the map attached to the present treaty-shall be included within the 
terri tory of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re publics. 

A more detailed deliheation of the boundary line shall be established by 
a mixed commission of representatives of the contracting parties, and such 
a commission must be appointed within ten days from the date of signature 
of the present treaty. 

ARTICLE 3 

The two contracting parties undertake to refrain mutually from any 
attack upon each other, and not to conclude any alliance or participate in 
coalitions directed against one of the contracting parties. 

ARTICLE 4 

The Finnish Republic agrees to rent to the Soviet Union for a period of 
thirty years, with the annual payment of eight million Finmarks by the 
Soviet Union, Hango peninsula and its surrounding waters within a radius 
of five miles to the south and east and of three miles to the west and north 
of the peninsula, as well as a number of islands adjacent to the peninsula
in accordance with the attached map-for the establishment of a naval base 
there capable of defending the entrance to the Gulf of Finland from aggres
sion, and the Soviet Union shall be granted the right to maintain the 
requisite number of land and air armed forces there at its own expense for 
the purpose of defending the naval base. 

Within ten days from the moment that the present treaty shaH enter into 
effect, the Finnish Government shall withdraw ali of its troops from Hango 
peninsula, and Hango peninsula with the adjacent islands shaH be trans
ferred to the administration of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in 
accordance with the present article of the treaty. 

ARTICLE 5 

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics undertakes to withdraw its 
troops from Petsamo province, which the Soviet state voluntarily ceded to 
Finland according to the Peace Treaty of 1920. 

Finland undertakes-as was provided in the Treaty of 1920-not to 
maintain warships and other armed ships in the waters along the Finnish 
coast of the Arctic Ocean, with the exception of armed ships of less than one 
hundred tons displacement, of which Finland shall have the right to main tain 
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an unlimited number, as weH as to maintain not more thau fifteen warships 
and other armed ships the tonnage of which may not exceed four hundred 
tons each. 

Finland undertakes-as was provided by the same treaty-not to main
tain submarines and armed aircraft in the said waters. 

Likewise Finland undertakes-as was provided by the same treaty-not 
to construct naval ports, bases for a naval fleet or naval repair shops on this 
coast on a larger scale thau is required for the above-mentioned ships and 
their armaments. 

ARTICLE 6 

The Soviet Union and its citizens-as was provided by the Treaty of 1920 
-shaH be granted the right of unrestricted transit through Petsamo province 
to Norway and return, and the Soviet Union shaH be granted the right to 
establish a consulate in Petsamo province. 

Freight, which is transported through Petsamo province from the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics to Norway, as weH as freight which is trans
ported from Norway to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics through the 
same province, shaH not be subject to inspection and control, with the ex
ception of that control which is necessary for regulation of transit communi
cation, and shaH be exempt from customs duties, transit, and other fees. 

The above-mentioned control of freight in transit shaH be permitted only 
in the manner observed in such cases by the established practices of inter
national communication. 

Citizens of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics traveling to Norway or 
returning from Norway to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics through 
Petsamo province, shaH have the right of unrestricted travel on the basis of 
passports issued by the appropriate Soviet organs. 

Upon observation of the general regulations in e:ffect, Soviet unarmed air
craft shall have the right to aërial communication between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and N orway across Petsamo province. 

ARTICLE 7 

The Finnish Government shaH grant to the Soviet Union the right of 
transit for freight between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
Sweden, and for the purpose of the development of this transit along the 
shortest railway route the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Finland 
consider it necessary for each party to construct, if possible during 1940, 
on its own territory a railway uniting the city of Kandalakska with the city 
of Kemijarvi. 

ARTICLE 8 

Upon the entry of the present treaty into force, trade relations between 
the contracting parties shaH be restored and for this purpose the contracting 
parties shaH enter into negotiations for conclusion of a trade agreement. 
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ARTICLE 9 

The present peace treaty shaH enter into effect immediately upon its 
signature and shall be subject to subsequent ratification. 

The exchange of instruments of ratification shall take place within ten 
days in the city of Moscow. 

The present treaty is drawn up in two originals, each of which are in the 
Russian, Finnish, and Swedish languages, in the city of Moscow on March 
12, 1940. 

V. Molotov 
A. Zhdanov 
A. V asilevski 
Risto * Ryti 
Yu. Paasikivi * 
R. Valden * 
Vyaine * Voionmaa 

PROTOCOL TO THE PEACE TREATY OF MARCH 12, 1940 1 

The contracting parties shall establish the following order of cessation of 
military operations and of removal of troops across the state boundary 
established by the treaty: 

1. Both sides shaH cease military operations at 12 o'clock, Leningrad 
time, on March 13, 1940. 

2. Beginning at the time fixed for the cessation of military operations a 
neutral zone one kilometre wide whall be established between the positions 
of the advance detachments, and under this arrangement a military unit of 
one side which is on the territory of the other side, according to the new 
state boundary, shall be removed to the distance of one kilometre during 
the course of the first day. 

3. The removal of troops across the new state boundary and the ad vance 
of troops of the other side up to the boundary shall begin at 10 o'clock on 
March 15, 1940, along the entire length of the boundary from the Finnish 
gulf to Lieksa and at 10 o'clock on March 16 north of Lieksa. The removal 
shall be effected by daily marches of not less than seven kilometres in twenty
four hours, and the advance of troops of the other side shall proceed on the 
basis of a reckoning whereby there shall be a space of not less than seven 
kilometres between the rear units of the retreating troops and the advance 
units of the troops of the other side, moving up to the new boundary. 

4. The terms of removal on separa te sectors of the state boundary shall be 
established, in accordance with paragraph 3, as follows: 

a) in the sector from the sources of the river Tuntsajoki to Kuolajarvi, to 
Takala, * and to the eastern shore of Lake Juokomojarvi, the removal of 
troops of both sides shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 20, 1940; 

* Transliterated from the Russian. 1 See footnote 1, p. 127. 
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b) in the sector to the south of Kuhmonieni in the region of La tva * 
the removal of troops shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 22, 1940; 

c) in the sector from Lopgavaara * to Vartsila to the station Matkaselka, 
the removal of troops of both sides shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 
26, 1940; 

d) in the sector from the station Matkaselka to Koitsanlahti, the removal 
of troops shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 22, 1940; 

e) in the sector from Koitsanlahti to the station Enso, the removal of 
troops shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 25, 1940; 

f) in the sector from the station Enso to the island Bate * the removal of 
troops shall be completed by 20 o'clock on March 19, 1940. 

5. The evacuation of the troops of the Red Army from the region of 
Petsamo shall be completed by April10, 1940. 

6. In the removal of troops across the state frontier, the military authori
ties of both sides shall be obliged to take the necessary measures in the towns 
and localities transferred to the other side for their preservation, and to take 
suitable measures to ensure that the towns, villages, military and economie 
structures (bridges, dams, airdromes, arsenals, warehouses, railroad junc
tions, manufacturing enterprises, telegraph, electric stations) shall be safe
guarded against damage and destruction. 

7. Ali questions which may arise from the transfer from one side to the 
other of regions, points, towns, and other objects indicated in point six of 
the present protocol, shall be decided by representatives of both sides on the 
spot, for which purpose special delegates shall be designated by the military 
authorities on each basic line of movement of both armies. 

8. The exchange of military prisoners shaH be conducted in as short a 
time as possible after the cessation of military operations, on the basis of 
a special agreement. 

V. Molotov 
A. Zhdanov 
A. V asilevski 
Risto * Ryti 
Yu. Paasikivi * 
R. Valden * 
Vyaine * Voionmaa 

GREAT BRITAIN-UNITED STATES 

AGREEMENT FOR THE EXCHANGE OF COTTON AND RUBBER 1 

Signed at London, June 23, 1939; ratifications exchanged August 25, 1939. 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, desiring to 

* Transliterated from the Russian. 1 U. S. Treaty Series, No. 947. 
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